Honors Chemistry
Mr. Schleder

Email: jschleder@richmond.k12.mi.us
Voicemail: 727-3225  ext: 3505
Richmond Schools Website: www.richmond.k12.mi.us  (I refer to this several times in the syllabus)
Contact Information: The best way to get in touch with me is through email. This would be for both parents and students. I check my email numerous times throughout the day.

Parent communication: 

Weebly Class Web page: schleder.weebly.com. Weebly is an online learning tool that allows students 
to generate their own knowledge through online research, collaborative learning and discussion forums. 
Using Weebly allows the teacher to "share" the power of learning. I will post many of the class assignments 
on my weebly page. 

Text: Modern Chemistry – Holt, Reinhart, Winston 2009
Exit Outcomes: Students will …


1. Understand the general principles of Chemistry as covered in class.


2. Work in a responsible and respectful manner with all classmates.


3. Be able to work in a laboratory and utilize equipment effectively.


4. Utilize various learning techniques and modes of communication.


5. Set and work towards attainable personal goals.


6. Examine scientific principles and use them to explain how things occur.


7. Use science in everyday life.

Course Description:
This is subject to change at any time depending on student progress and materials available.

The following units will be covered over the course of the school year but may not be covered in the order listed below. It is the intent that each student be able to successfully complete each as a minimum requirement.


Unit 1:  Structure and properties of matter.  Benchmarks: NGSS: Science Performance Expectations (2013) 








HS-PS1-1, HS-PS1-2, HS-PS1-3



Students will learn about physical/chemical change, kinetic molecular theory,  atomic structure, scientific 



measurements and calculations, periodic table structure and properties, electron configuration, and bonding.  


Unit 2:   Chemical Reactions.  Benchmarks: NGSS: Science Performance Expectations (2013)   HS-PS1-4, HS-PS1-5, 












HS-PS1-6, HS-PS1-7


Students will apply the concept of the mole and molar mass to mathematical conversions of molar mass into moles 


and atoms. Students will learn and apply chemical names and formulas to the five types of chemical reactions. 


Students will also understand the concept of chemical equilibrium. 


Unit 3:   Energy.   Benchmarks:  NGSS: Science Performance Expectations (2013)   HS-PS3-1, HS-PS3-2, HS-PS3-3, 











HS-PS3-4, HS-PS3-5


Students will learn about thermochemistry as it applies to reaction energy and reaction kinetics. 


Unit 4:   Forces and Interactions:  NGSS: Science Performance Expectations (2013)   HS-PS2-4


Students will apply Newton’s law of universal gravitation and Coulomb’s law to provide mathematical models to 


describe and predict the effects of gravitational and electrostatic forces between distant objects.


Unit 5:   Chemistry of Earth:  NGSS: Science Performance Expectations (2013)   HS-ESS2-2, HS-ESS2-4, HS-ESS2-6, 










HS-ESS3-2, HS-ESS3-5, HS-ESS3-6


Students will develop a quantitative model to describe the cycling of carbon and the flow of energy on Earth. Students 

will also analyze geoscience data and the results from global climate models to make an evidence-based forecast of 


the current rate of global climate change and associated future impacts to Earth systems.
Course Grading:
Student’s grades will be determined by the following: Labs, class work, homework, quizzes, notes, tests, and warm ups. 

The GRADING POLICY in the RHS Student Parent Handbook (found on the Richmond School Website) will be applied at all times. Students’ grades will be based on summative (80%)  and formative (20%) assessments. For summative retesting procedures read pages 24 – 26 in the Student Parent Handbook. 

The district is using Power School, this is a “live” Internet program that allows students or parents to access student grades and attendance at any time. You can connect to the Powerschool Parent Portal on the District Webpage under the parents category..  If I return papers to you, you can assume they are recorded in Power School.  It is your responsibility to check Power School and be sure your grade is recorded before throwing anything away. Students and Parents:  it is your responsibility to monitor progress online.  I will do my part and keep grades updated.  Please, monitor your grade as I will not provide progress reports. There is a helpful tutorial found on the Richmond School Website to help you use power school. 
· Labs may be made up with proper arrangement (if applicable) or points will not count towards students grade.

· Classwork  - will be due in class and May or May Not be graded.

· Homework – will be due the next day unless told otherwise and May or May Not be graded. (usually graded)
· Tests – will be given at the end of each chapter. I announce tests several days in advance.  If you miss a test you will be expected to take the test the next day you return during the class period. Extenuating circumstances will be considered – communication is the key!

· Chemistry Folder / Warm Ups. Students will receive a separate handout.
·  I expect you to have your Chemistry Book, Chemistry folder, pencil, and paper. 
· Calculators will be provided in the classroom for use. You will need a calculator at home to work MANY chemistry problems. In class we will be using Texas Instruments TI – 30XA. To make your life and my life MUCH easier I suggest you buy a TI – 30XA. They are found at Meijer, Staples, Kmart, etc for about $12. 
· Exams – The semester and final exam will be worth 20% of your grade. All students will take the exam.
Timed Readings:

· We will be completing a timed reading at the beginning of the hour every other Monday. These will be 10 minutes in duration and will be checked/discussed at the conclusion of the time period. This will be a formative grade.

Absences: If you are absent from school it is your responsibility to get any missed any assignments. There will be a homework folder in class with any handouts or worksheets you may have missed. Please use this resource. Your name will be on the paper. Ask another student in class if you need any explanations before you ask me. You can also use weebly at home when you are absent to see what we did for that day. You will have the amount of days you missed to turn in the homework you missed (If you missed 1 day – you will have 1 day to turn it in, 2 days missed – 2 days to turn in, etc.). I will accept COMPLETED late work and but the grade will be reduced by 50%. (science dept. policy)
Tardies: Please see the Student Handbook for an explanation of the Tardy Policy.  My consequences are as follows:      

1st: Tardy = warning 2nd Tardy = warning 3rd tardy = contact your parents  4th Tardy = referral to Dean of Students

Cheating /Plagiarism: Cheating in any form will not be tolerated. If I suspect that cheating or plagiarism has occurred, you will receive a zero for that particular quiz, test, or assignment, and so will the person whose paper you copied, NO exceptions!  (Please remember, this may harm your status on a sport team or club).
Daily Routines

· Upon entering the classroom, students will think about and respond to a warm up question in their chemistry folder while attendance is taken.

· Class is dismissed by the teacher and not by the bell. Remain seated until dismissed. DO NOT line up at the door. If you line up at the door, you will stay after the bell.

· You will be allowed 3 bathroom/hall visits per quarter. Use them for emergencies. Most bathroom issues should be able to be taken care of between classes. DO NOT come to class and tell me you are going to the bathroom. 
You can not take your phone to the bathroom.You can place it on my desk.  
Class Rules

      1)    Follow DIRECTIONS the first time they are given.

2)    Don’t talk while the teacher is talking (or other types of disruptions while I am teaching). 
3)    STAY IN YOUR SEAT while I am teaching. Raise your hand if you have a need to get up to sharpen pencils, blow nose, etc.
4)    No food or pop in class. Water is OK.

5)    All materials must be brought to class every day.  Chemistry book, chemistry notebook with paper, pencil or pen. 
Electronic devices (phones, watches, mp3 players, headphones, ear buds, etc.). All students have the opportunity to sign out a laptop through the school. I expect you to bring your laptop to class each day. My room will be considered a “YELLOW” zone for phones and electronic devices which means it is up to the discretion of the teacher for cell phone use. Phones or other electronic devices (music players, watches, headphones, ear buds etc.) will not be allowed to be used while I am instructing class or when you are supposed to be working on any assignment. Appropriate use for phones would be for a calculator, doing research, or using the camera to take a picture of an assignment or book.  Leave your phone/watch/headphones/ear buds etc. in your locker and we won’t have any problems. If you don’t follow these rules I will take your phone/electronic device and return it at the end of the hour. If you are consistently abusing phone use in my class I will call your parents and contact the dean of students. If there is too much cell phone abuse I will change to a “RED” zone with no electronic devices. This will be considered on an hourly class basis. Bring your laptop to class.

 My room will be a “RED” zone for all tests and quizzes (summatives). All phones and watches will be collected and returned when the summative is completed. If you don’t turn in your electronic device(s) you will be sent to the Dean of Students. It might be a better choice to just leave your electronics in your locker on summative days.  

Laboratory Rules (additional rules on lab days)
· Do not play with items set up for lab before class.

· Clean up your lab materials and station when you are finished and before you leave class. Each lab top should be dried before leaving class.

· Always wear the proper safety equipment you are instructed to wear for each lab. (Yes, that means GOGGLES!)

Consequences


In order to have a productive learning atmosphere, all students will follow the classroom guidelines, rules, and daily routines. If a student chooses not to do so, the following consequences will occur.

1st offense: Verbal warning

2nd offense: Removed from room for class period and 20 minute cleaning detention before or after school 

                    in my room within 48 hours. 7:10 a.m. –  7:30 a.m. or 2:45 – 3:05 p.m. 

                    (Failure to show results in a referral to the Dean of Students.). 

          * Contact parents.

3rd offense: Referral to the Dean of Students

***Please be aware that if you talk while I am talking – I WILL move your seat. This may also cause me to move other people too, even if they are not causing problems – whatever is best for the class.

Note: Severely disruptive students will be sent to the office immediately.

Note: Any students who are reported to have bad behavior for a substitute teacher will automatically have two cleaning detentions before or after school (same as above in 2nd offense). NO EXCEPTIONS! Sub teachers put up with a lot of garbage. 
Now that all of the guidelines and rules have been set, I would like to welcome you to Honors Chemistry class! The goal of Honors Chemistry is to have a class of students who are all highly MOTIVATED and proficient in Math so that we can move the class at a much faster pace than a regular chemistry class.  This will allow more time for labs and research and the ability to cover more material than a regular chemistry class.  If you struggle with MATH or if you are not interested in doing more work you probably should switch to a regular chemistry class. Remember, you also get a higher GPA for doing the extra work.

I think we will have a lot of fun this year learning about all the properties of chemistry. I am well aware that most students have had varied success when it comes to science. Regardless of your past, ALL students can do well in this class. We will be trying many different techniques to help you reach your potential. Remember that it is HARD WORK and EFFORT that will determine your success more than your level of intelligence. 

I am super excited (like the electrons in the atom below!) to be in our new science rooms. I hope you are excited too and please help me keep these awesome rooms in great shape!

Good luck!

Mr. Schleder 
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Chemistry Notebook & Warm Ups

1) All chemistry students should have a separate, 1 inch, 3 ring binder for Chemistry. The binder should 

    have the word CHEMISTRY in large letters on front. Also write your NAME and HOUR.

    I have a paint pen or markers if you need them. (I saw binders for about $3, an old binder is fine)

2) There should be 3 folders (.50 to $1.50 each) inside of the binder to help you keep organized. The

     best type would be the ones with 3 holes already in them. Many types and many styles.

3) The first folder should have this chemistry notebook sheet on the left 

      side. This folder should have your NAME and HOUR on it.

      All Warm ups will go on the right side in chronological order. I will provide you with a copied template for warm up

      questions. Fill it in neatly and completely to earn full points.. Old 

      warm-ups that have been corrected can be thrown away. Do not place anything else in this folder. 

      Warm ups  will be collected randomly and it will be unannounced. When the bell rings I 

       expect you to be working on the warm up question. Most of the time you will have to refer to your

       notes or textbook to find the correct answer. Most questions will be concepts students may struggle 

       with and questions/problems that will be on the test. 

      Each warm up will be worth 2 points. (24 points Formative). 1 point for writing the date, number, and

      question. 1 point for the answer. You can receive a 1 point for a wrong answer but you will not necessarily get a 1
      point for putting “anything” down. You definitely won’t get a point if you don’t show your math work for calculations.
     I will collect warm ups no less frequently than two times each marking period.

     It is your responsibility to obtain any warm ups missed due to absences (ask a classmate!!!). 

4) The second folder should be divided into Current Chapter Notes on the left side and Current Chapter 

      work (worksheets, labs etc.) on the  right side. ALWAYS keep your work in case you have an 

       argument about your grade – you will need the proof! Mistakes occasionally happen.

5)  The third folder should contain all of your old material for the semester. You may want to divide it up 

     into worksheets on one side and old notes on the other side. These will be extremely important when studying for
     semester exams! (20% of your grade)
6) Place lined paper behind the folders because it will be needed often.

7) If your folder has pockets in it, you may want a stash of pencils or pens so that you will have one each

     day. Or, you could get one of those cool pencil bags ($3) that have three holes and go right in the

      notebook. If you think you will forget your calculator you might want a bag big enough for your 

      calculator too (smaller calculators will fit). Put your NAME on your calculator!!!

